
Sholpan Davletova



 Zoroastrism got its name in the West after its founder -
Zaratushtra –known to the Greeks under the name of 
Zoroaste.

 Zoroastrianism spread in Central Asia in VII-VI 
century BC through the territory of ancient Iran.

 Based on the content and language of the Zoroaster 
hymns, it has now been established that he lived in the 
Asian steppes  from lower  Volga eastward to  
Kazakhstan. 



Scythia, Sarmatia, Bactria and the Parthian 
Empire in ca.100-50 BC

Persians knew  the Scythians in Asia as Sakas. 
Herodotus wrote about Scythians in his History in 5 c. BC.



 The presence of Zoroastrian cemeteries in the steppes 
of Kazakhstan shows that the fire-worshipers lived 
here (Bartold, 1964).

 The Zoroastrian cemetery Tick Turmas shows external 
details reproducing the typical shape of the yurt and 
richly decorated with geometric or floral designs 
similar to the ornaments on the nomads’ rugs. 



 The excavations of the ancient site of Baba-Ata in the 
Karatau Ridge show wide spread Zoroastrianism in the 
area. 

 The remained Zoroastrian artefacts in the ruins of 
Kostyube and Krasnorechenskaya in the Semirechye
show the existence of local forms of beliefs different 
from its canonical form, which gave to the belief the 
local context (Senigova, The Questions of ideology and 
cult in Semirechye (VI-VIII centuries), 1968)



A Saka royalty from the Issyk
kurgan, Kazakhstan
K. Akishev reconstructed ideology 
and mythology of Sakas based on 
their “animal” art (Akashev, 1984). 
The author showed that kulah
(headdress), of the Saka’s chief is a 
model of the cosmos, an 
embodiment of the World’s 
mountain. The four arrows on the 
top represent the four sides of the 
world. In the suit, there are images 
of the World Tree and various 
animals. 
Thus, the Golden Man costume is a 
model of Cosmos, and the leader -
the sacred figure.



Illustration for the reconstruction of M. Gorelik
"The construction of the burial mound to Saka leader"



 Zoroastrianism had visible spiritual closeness to the 
inhabitants of Kazakhstan for  a plain and simple 
moral of "Avesta“ - purity of intentions, benevolent 
attitude towards people, peace and light, goodness, 
and harmony with all, which had a great significance 
for nomads. 

 The ancient Zoroastrians were fire-worshipers and 
their folk traditions expressed the importance of the 
fire for livestock breeding.



 Ancient Zoroastrians believed that living in 
harmony with nature and the environment is 
working in harmony with God's creation. 

 Nature is God's creation and therefore sacred. 

 Defiling the environment is working in opposition 
to God's creation. 

 The Zoroastrian approach to the environment is 
guided by the ethical imperative to be beneficent 
and a respect, indeed a reverence, for the 
environment. 



 Tengrianism presumably arose at the end of II -
early I BC. It is an ancient Türkic worldview, which 
came through early beliefs and mythological 
concepts of man’s perception associated with the 
natural environment. 

 Tengrianism experienced the Iranian influence . 
The cult of Fire had been inherited from 
Zoroastrianism (A. Galiev The traditional 
worldview of the Kazakhs, 1997).



 Genetic and linguistic studies reveal wide 
distribution of Türkic alphabet and their carriers 
in the Western Europe (Klyosov, 2010).

 Numerous archeological monuments inscriptions 
of Ancient Türkic writings were found on a huge 
territory from Western Siberia and Mongolia 
(Orhon and Enisey runes), Central Asia (Talas, 
Achiktash, Isphara, Fergana), Eastern Turkestan 
(Turfan) to the Eastern Europe (Don, Kuban) and 
belong to the 8th-10th centuries.



Tengri-stone                          Talas runic script

Ancient Türkic runes



 According to the Türkic and Mongol cosmogony, 
of the universe is divided into the three spheres: 
heaven, earth and underground, each of which, in 
turn, was seen as a visible and invisible. 

 The invisible heavenly world consisted of several 
horizontal layers, each of which was inhabited by 
one deity. 

 The highest level belonged to the Great Spirit of 
the Sky – Tengri (Bezertinov, 1997).



 If Tengri is the progenitor and associates with 
heaven, his divine consort is Umai, the goddess of 
childbirth and fertility, is associated with Earth.  

 Umai was considered to be a favorite wife of Sky 
God Tengri, living in the heavenly zone.

 In the divine couple Tengri - Umai the ancient 
Turks could see the analogy of existence. 



Umai. Female deity in tricorn tiara. Lake Biylikul, 
Foothill of the Small Karatau ridge,  South 
Kazakhstan. 



Umai. Female 
deity in tricorn
tiara. 



 The worship of nature as the universal source of 
life is one of the most significant features of the 
spiritual nomadic culture. 

 The Türkic people believed that “Water was the 
initial state of everything in existence, equivalent 
to primordial chaos. 

 Water was greatly respected, as without it, life on 
Earth was impossible. The life, fertility and 
productivity of land depended on the Water deity.



 Fire was a grandson of Tengri and the Sun. The 
Türks associated Fire with birth, growth, 
development, and life, in general. 

 Another representation of Fire was Ut-Ana 
(Mother Fire). Ut-Ana was believed to be the 
mother of mankind. 

 Family prayers and sacrifices were performed to 
Ut-Ana in order to ask for the family’s health and 
fortune (C. Valikhanov, 2007)





 The Sun was the son of Tengri and the Earth deity. 
Türkic people worshipped the Sun because Tengri 
supervised the creation of the world by the Sun’s 
rays, which are strings linking the spirits of plants 
to the Sun. 

 The Türks believed that the Air deity supervised 
life between the Sky and Earth. Air, as well as all 
other deities, was subordinate to Tengri. Without 
Air, life on the Earth is impossible. 



Sun-god. Tamgaly. Kazakhstan. 

Large numbers of 
domestic artifacts 
decorated with 
solar symbols are 
found throughout 
Eurasia and testify 
to the wide 
distribution of the 
Sun cult amongst 
the Türkic people.



 Islam spread in the Central Asia overcoming 
strong resistance of local beliefs. 

 The major role in spreading of Islam among the 
nomadic Türkic peoples played the ideas of Sufism 
which seamlessly merged elements of traditional 
pre-Islamic beliefs.

 Islam slowly spread in the nomadic steppe in the 
end of 10th century and was officially established 
by the 14th century.



 Ecospirituality of the Islamic view towards all 
living beings is reflected in the words of Allah, 
"There is not an animal in the earth, nor a creature 
flying on two wings, but they are nations like you.“ 
The Holy Qur’an, Verse (6:38).

 These beings deserve their own respect as partners 
to man in existence. 

 Islam has placed restrictions to preserve the 
environment, planting and cultivation of 
vegetation.



 For water is a secret of life, worships the 
preservation of water for mankind, animal life, 
birdlife, and vegetation and forbids contamination 
of water bodies. 

 Similar notions can be traced in all world religions 
and spiritual teachings which consider the nature 
and the Cosmos as an integral part of God and 
nature and life as sacred.



 Cultural heritage of nations comprises of their 
language, spiritual and cultural identity. 

 The replacement of the ancient Türkic beliefs has 
weakened the natural worldview and connection 
to the nature of the nomadic people. 

 The ancient Türkic alphabet, which developed over 
centuries and expanded on a waste territory of 
Eurasia, was replaced in the 11th century by the 
Arabic alphabet. 



 The Unified Turkic alphabet was established in the 
Central Asian republics of the former USSR in 
1927. Then it was forcefully switched to a Cyrillic 
script under Stalin’s regime in 1940. 

 These political, cultural and linguistic shifts, 
imposed to the Turkic nations over short period of 
time in the 20th century caused negative affects on 
cultural and spiritual development and national 
identification of Central Asian nations. 



 The modern environmental situation in Central 
Asian region is far from favorable because of the  
economic policy of the former USSR.

 The Great Steppe, once a home of nomadic 
civilization, has become a place of industrial 
pollution and a tasting site for nuclear explosions .

 The Aral Sea tragedy is both environmental crisis 
and a tragedy of the people living nearby and of 
the world, as a whole.



 An ecological crisis is the result of a spiritual crisis. 
It’s not surprising that the leaders of ecological 
movements for environmental protection 
appeared among cultural workers and 
intellectuals. 

 The first Soviet anti-nuclear movement “

 Nevada-Semipalatinsk” was founded by a well-
known Kazakh writer Olzhas Suleimenov in 1989.

 The Semipalatinsk nuclear testing site was closed 
in 1991 after Kazakhstan gained is independence.



 Ecological awareness and consciousness are 
connected to the personal and societal culture and 
an active citizen’s position. 

 The Declaration of Ecospirituality elaborated by 
Ecospirituality Foundation states:

“We propose study of ancient traditions to 
familiarize and maintain contact with the cultural 
roots of humanity, which can give a sense of 
continuity and universal values to every individual.”



 The program of sustainable development 
elaborated by the UN World Commission on 
Environment and Development (the Brundtland
Commission) in 1987 has been accepted by many 
governments. 

 The Brundtland Commission refers to sustainable 
development as “development that meets the needs 
of the present generation without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs.”



ご清聴ありがとうございました！
Thank You for Your attention!


